
Workers were employed to 

make 500 bricks that would  

become the walls of the new 

chicken house. After forming, the 

bricks were watered for seven 

days to make them stronger, and 

a base was cut in the earth for 

the foundation of the chicken 

house. 

Timbers to hold the roofing ma-

terial are going up soon! As the 

work continues, we anticipate a 

blessing of eggs that will add 

protein to the diet of the chil-

dren and provide income to 

meet some of the financial needs 

of caring for them. Thank you to 

all of you who have 

made this possible!  

Do you remember the episode 

of I Love Lucy where Lucy and 

Ricky decide to earn extra 

money by raising chickens and 

selling eggs? It was a plan that 

was not very well thought out 

and resulted in a hilarious scene 

of the Ricardo living room over-

run with hundreds of baby 

chicks. 

Last year, the entrepreneurial 

mind of Green Leaf’s director, 

Father Yohana Mazuguni, devised 

a much better plan to begin an 

egg project that would help GLO 

head toward self-sustainability. 

Modeled after another 

successful business in 

Shinyanga,  Fr. Yohana 

prepared an inventory of 

what would be required 

to house and raise 150 

chickens that would 

provide eggs both for 

income and for food. 

The project would re-

quire truckloads of sand 

and cement for making bricks, 

timber and iron sheets for roof-

ing, chicken wire, chicken feed, 

medication, and the purchase and 

transportation of 150 chickens. 

The cost was  estimated at 

$1,715.  

The project quickly became 

known here in the States as 

“Chicks and Bricks” and the op-

portunity went out to give chicks 

or bricks to Green Leaf in the 

name of a loved one at Christ-

mas.  Many scooped up the gift 

cards and photos of the children 

who would benefit from the 

project and sent them off to 

friends and family members. By 

Christmas, the project was com-

pletely funded and in January the 

work began. 

Truckloads of sand 

were brought in to 

form the bricks, and 

bags of cement were 

delivered.  Mixing Sand and Cement 

Chicks and Bricks!  
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The mission of 

Green Leaf 

Orphanage is to 

give children the 

physical, 

emotional,  

educational 

and spiritual  

resources to 

become 

healthy, 

self-supporting 

adults who are 

disciples of 

Jesus Christ.  

Completed Bricks 
The I Love Lucy show, 1957 
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Sharing 

Birthday 

Cake!   

GLO: Everything from A to Z 
Life at Green Leaf is full of 

joys and accomplishments, 

struggles and sadness.   

ACHIEVING THE GRADE 

The school year was completed 

in December with exams for the 

Green Leaf kinder-

garteners. The chil-

dren did very well! 

GLO will continue to 

educate the students 

who have advanced 

to grade one in their 

new primary class. 

Congratulations to all 

these excellent students!  

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Each quarter, GLO holds a birth-

day party to celebrate those 

who have turned a year older in 

the preceding months. A special 

cake is ordered for the birthday 

boys and girls to share, and 

grandparents are invited. God’s 

love for these precious lives is 

affirmed and celebrated. 

CHARLES 

Charles is a mentally handi-

capped student now enrolled in 

the GLO Primary school. Father 

Yohana writes, “Please keep him 

in prayer. He often time has a 

hard time to interact with his 

friends at 

school be-

cause they 

tend to keep 

teasing him 

and doing 

some fun 

plays against 

him.” 

WITNESS 

On September 22, GLO suffered 

the loss of 5-year-old Witness to 

AIDS. Both of Witness’ parents 

died in the HIV/AIDS pandemic 

three years ago and a member of 

her father‘s extended family 

served as her guardian. On a trip 

with her guardians to see an 

ailing family member Witness 

became ill. 

She was 

taken to a 

traditional 

medicine 

man who 

was un-

able to 

help her. 

Father 

Yohana 

described 

Witness 

as a young 

Christian who was very active in 

her church’s Sunday school, was 

very punctual at school ,and was 

a lover of Bible stories as they 

were unfolded and narrated by 

the Bible class teacher. He 

wrote, “(the) GLO community 

misses her so much. At the same 

time we strongly pray and be-

lieve that Jesus has made a room 

for her in Heaven.” Since Wit-

ness’ death, all the children at 

GLO are  undergoing AIDS test-

ing. 

ZAMDA 

Zamda, a Muslim girl, is one of 

GLO’s brightest students. She 

loves John 3:16 and is able to 

defeat all the other children in 

Bible class in reciting it quickly 

and correctly. Zamda’s father, 

who was a Christian, has passed 

away. Though Zamda’s mother is 

Muslim, she enrolled Zamda at 

the GLO school. Praise God for 

Zamda’s love of scripture and 

pray that the Lord one day 

brings her into the true light of 

Jesus — the one written of in 

John 3:16. 

ZUBERI 

Meet Zuberi. He is also Muslim 

by faith. In early February his leg 

was broken in an accident. 

Green Leaf staff took him to the 

hospital but upon a return visit 

learned that the leg had not 

healed and the two bones were 

still separated. The doctor was 

either not skillful enough or 

wanted a bribe, which as a 

Christian orphanage, GLO will 

not provide. Zuberi hopes to go 

to a different hospital to seek 

better medical treatment. 

Zuberi is having a hard time 

getting around outside his house. 

He can't sleep at night and can 

barely walk with his makeshift 

crutches, He has not been able 

to come to school for over a 

month and is very lonely. Zuberi 

lives with his elderly grand-

parents. His grandpa is crippled 

and unable to walk. Because of 

the hard time this grandpa is 

having feeding his wife and the 

six grandchildren in his care, he 

has turned to practicing tradi-

tional medicine to earn what he 

needs  for his family’s survival.  

Taking Exams 
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Short stories about the pupils at Green Leaf Or-

phanage School written by teacher Mika M. Boke 

and teacher and prayer chaplain Rebecca Nangi. 
 

All are aged below nine years. They 

tend to behave very fun because of 

their age. 

It is very funny to have time with 

them in various aspects. They very 

much like learning, and playing too, 

outdoors mostly at the nearby 

playground. 

Last week, we went to the soccer 

playing ground. When we reached 

there I asked them to suggest the 

names of the two teams we should 

form from among ourselves. They quickly 

came up with two names. One team was 

going to be called Barcelona and the other team was to 

be Man United. During our course of competing, very 

unfortunately our Man United team was badly defeated. 

The Barcelona team scored five and ours three. It was 

very fun. The defeated team congratulated the winning 

team. 

These pupils went on surprising me when one of them 

pulled out of her school bag an exercise book and vol-

unteered to give that exercise book to be put down 

while opened. All the children 

were asked to make a circle 

standing around the exercise 

book. Then these children made a 

competition kind of a game 

whereby all did start spitting on 

the exercise book frequently to 

see who would do the most of 

spitting. Really it was very fun. 

Habitually, they prefer rice with 

beans to rice with beef. They are, 

to an extent, unsettled even when 

they are preached for. They listen 

but not long; some start pinching one     

another hence less attention mood comes. 

Pray for them the spirit of diligently listening when they 

are taught the word of God so that they may know the 

love of Christ upon the entire human race as early as 

their young ages.                  

                          —February 18, 2012 

their primary school study right here. This 

year GLO has registered additional children 

in the nursery school class (who missed last 

year because our capacity was limited) to 

fill the gap left by those who have joined 

the primary school and some whose 

guardians have moved them from Shin-

yanga for various reasons. The number of 

children at nursery school is almost reach-

ing 20 as of this writing. 

Newcomers to join our primary 

school at GLO. In addition, GLO has 

been able to open a door for children from 

neighboring schools to join our primary 

school class. The parents of these new 

children have very much liked to bring their 

children to be trained here at GLO School 

as a Christian school under the leadership 

of an ordained Pastor. Every morning be-

fore normal classes start at GLO School, 

Bible study class is held. The parents see 

this as being so important toward nurturing 

their children’s spiritual sphere. 

The parents who have brought their chil-

dren to study at the primary school have 

been asked by the board committee to 

contribute some school fees. Currently we 

have 8 children whose parents are now 

paying this school fee. This money is only 

enough to pay the rent and utilities for a 

third room which Fr. Yohana and the teach-

ers are using as an office to prepare their 

lecture notes. This room is situated a few 

blocks from the normal GLO classes.  

This year we have two teachers (both  

females) who teach the nursery school class 

and two teachers (both males) who teach 

the primary school class. We badly need a 

third teacher, a female, to serve the female 

students at GLO Primary school. 

Last year Green Leaf offered a nursery 

school for kindergarteners and pro-

vided expenses for older children to 

attend public primary schools. With the 

start of the 2012 school year, Green 

Leaf is serving the children with a new 

primary school class as well. Father 

Yohana explains:  

Why did we decide to open our own 

primary school at the orphanage? 

The cost to sponsor the older children at 

government-owned primary schools rises 

yearly. Therefore we thought that it would 

be very wise and good Christian steward-

ship of our generous sponsors' resources if 

we could start our own primary school 

here at the GLO campus. The heavy load 

of sponsoring older children at public pri-

mary schools will decrease every year and 

the children who are graduating from our 

own nursery school every year will continue 

If you are 

able to help 

keep these 

kids learning 

and playing, 

your 

financial 

assistance is 

needed and 

welcomed.  

Students 

at GLO’s 

primary 

class wear 

new blue 

and white 

uniforms. 

Progress in Education 

At the Playground 
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Prayer Requests 
T H E  C H I L D R E N  

Pray for Charles, Zamda, Zuberi and all 

the children of Green Leaf and for their 

guardians and teachers. Pray for their 

safety and growth physically, emotion-

ally, educationally, and spiritually. Pray 

for healing and compassion for any who 

may be discovered to have HIV/AIDS. 

 

D R O U G H T  

Shinyanga has suffered from severe 

drought for the past three years along 

with most of Tanzania. This winter the 

rainy season arrived and crops in     

Shinyanga began to grow well. But in 

February, Fr. Yohana wrote: “The rain 

did stop raining a few weeks back and 

the crops have dried up and there is a 

very little hope for farmers to harvest, 

unless the Lord sends miraculous new 

rains to wet the fields and make the 

crops re-grow again.” Pray for needed 

rain and God’s provision for the people 

of this agricultural community. 

M I S S I O N  T R I P  T O  G L O !  

A team from the U.S. is preparing to visit 

Shinyanga this June! The group, ranging  

from teens to grandparents, will bring a 

Vacation Bible School program to the 

children, reach out to various groups in 

the community and worship with Tanza-

nian believers. Pray for the planning,  

activities, travel arrangements, and the 

resources needed for the trip. Pray that 

their ministry would have an impact and 

that God would be glorified in their  

service to Him. 

 

C H A P E L  A N D  M U L T I -

P U R P O S E  B U I L D I N G  

Green Leaf hopes to build a multi-

purpose building to function as a chapel, 

office, mini health clinic and more. The 

building would serve the community as 

well as the orphanage. Pray for God’s 

provision and guidance. Fr, Yohana would 

love to lay the cornerstone for the chapel 

this summer with the mission team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maize plants before 
the rain stopped 

Father Yohana among  
the maize plants now 


